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1. Definitions 
 

Act  
means the Energy (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2006 (and any 
amendment thereto);   

Body  
means Safe Energy Ireland appointed by the Commission, pursuant to 
the Act, to act as an Electrical Safety Supervisory Body;  

Commission  
means the Commission for Energy Regulation as established further to 
the 1999 Act;  

Common Procedure(s)  

means those procedures set out under this Criteria Document and 
approved by the Commission, which shall be interpreted as being part 
of this Criteria Document and which may be amended from time to 
time;  

Criteria Document  

means this Criteria Document which is specified and published by the 
Commission pursuant to the Act and as may be amended from time to 
time.  

DSO or Distribution System Operator  
means any person holding the licence granted under Section 14(1)(g) 
of the 1999 Act.  

Electrical works  
means the design, construction, inspection, testing, verification and/or 
certification of electrical installations.  

Emergency Works Notice  
means the notice issued by the Body pursuant to Section B.3.4.26 of 
this Criteria Document.  

National Framework of Qualifications  
means the framework for qualifications established, and recognised, 
by the National Qualification Authority of Ireland  

Registered Electrical Contractor or REC  

means any party who is registered by the Body pursuant to the Act 
and who has not had their Registration suspended or revoked by the 
Body.  

Regulated Work  

means any electrical work which is either a Controlled Work or a 
Restricted Work, as defined and published by the Commission further 
to the requirements of the Act.  

Regulatory Arrangements  

means the requirements set out in, or arising further to the Act, this 
Criteria Document, the Designation Conditions and any 
directions/determinations made by the Commission or such other 
requirements pertaining to these as may be specified by the 
Commission from time to time, insofar as applicable to the context.  

Regulatory System  

means the system for the regulation of electrical contractors with 
respect to safety established by the Commission pursuant to the 
powers and provisions of Section 4 of the Act and this Criteria 
Document.  

Restricted Work  

means any electrical work which is deemed to be a Designated Work 
in accordance with the requirements of the Act and as defined and 
published by the Commission.  

Safe Electric / Safe Electric Scheme Electrical Safety Supervisory Body  
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2. Introduction  
  

While in, or in the vicinity of an electrical installation or while carrying out work in an electrical 

installation, an ESSB Inspector or a Registered Electrical Contractor or their Representative 

discovers a safety or noncompliance issue or issues in any such electrical installation or in an existing 

part of the electrical installation that they are working in,) and where it is not possible to rectify this 

issue or issues on the day, a Notice of Potential Hazard (NoHz) must be issued to the person 

responsible for the electrical installation. 

 

3. The Notice of Potential Hazard  
  

Where the Inspector or the Registered Electrical Contractor, further to the Inspection of work, 

discovers what they consider to be an unsafe installation they shall inform the customer or the person 

responsible for the premises/installation, by immediately issuing a “Notice of Potential Hazard”. 

The Inspector or REC shall provide a copy of the Notice of Potential Hazard to the customer. 

 

The Inspector or REC shall also affix the reference number of the Notice of Potential Hazard including 

a name and contact number upon the unsafe installation together with a clearly visible warning sign. 

 

 

A- The Notice of Potential Hazard shall specify the following:  

 

• Inform the ESSB as to the reason that the Notice of Potential Hazard has been issued;  

• the nature of the unsafe works/installation/situation including the wiring rule breached;  

• advice that the installation should not be touched by persons other than a REC;   

• whether it is a domestic or non-domestic installation; and,  

• advice that the customer should contact a REC as soon as possible in order to ensure 

that the necessary remedial actions are undertaken.  

 

The Inspector shall inform the ESSB of any such circumstances immediately and the ESSB shall 

advise the DSO of the relevant details of the situation if necessary. 

 

In addition to a Notice of Potential Hazard, as referred to above, where the Inspector is of the view 

that, having encountered or being presented with direct evidence that an electrical installation or part 

thereof could reasonably give rise to an immediate and serious threat to health and safety should it 

be, or remain to be, energised, they shall issue an “Emergency Works Notice”.    

 

The Inspector shall issue an Emergency Works Notice to the customer and the REC and, in 

so doing, shall arrange for the de-energisation of the installation concerned in accordance 

with Common Procedure No.5.  The Emergency Works Notice shall specify the following:  

(i) that, in the view of the Inspector, the works poses an immediate danger to health 

and safety and the reasons therefor;  

(ii) that the installation has been de-energised in the interests of health and safety 

and the Inspector is authorised to do so;  

(iii) that an REC should be instructed to carry out emergency remedial works;  
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(iv) that the installation should not be re-energised until such time as remedial works 

have been carried out by an REC and, further to same and the requirement of 

Common Procedure No. 1 – Certification, the installation is certified as being in 

compliance with the Technical Rules;  

(v) that to re-energise the installation against the advice listed above may result in 

injury or death; and  

(vi) that the DSO is to be immediately notified of the details pertaining to the present 

situation.  

The form of the “Notice of Potential Hazard” and “Emergency Works Notice” shall be common to any 

Bodies designated and shall be subject to the approval of the Commission.  These Notices shall also 

include statements protecting the Inspector, the ESSB and the Commission from any liability arising 

from the unsafe situations for which they are issued.  

 

With respect to the above, the Inspector shall at all times act reasonably and prudently in order to 

protect health and safety with respect to electrical installations inspected by them in the course of 

their duties whilst having due regard to the consequences of any action to de-energise an installation.   

 

Any such actions with regard to this Section shall be further to, and in accordance with, the “Common 

Procedure No. 5 - Enforcement” of the CRU Criteria Document.  

 

In the event that the ESSB, further to an Inspection carried out, discovers material breaches of the 

National Rules for Electrical Installations or the Regulatory Arrangements, the ESSB shall, in 

addition to taking appropriate actions relating to the particular installation concerned and the REC 

who carried out such works, take reasonable measures, as deemed necessary to ascertain the 

safety of any previous works that were carried out by that REC. 

The Notice of Potential Hazard Form (see Appendix A)  

  

• The White Copy of the Notice of Potential Hazard is to be given to the Person 

Responsible for the electrical installation.  

• The Yellow Copy of the Notice of Potential Hazard should be posted to the ESSB office 

immediately or no later than two working days from the date of issue.  

• On receipt of the yellow copy of the Notice of Potential Hazard the ESSB will send a letter 

to the person responsible for the electrical installation within 10 working days quoting the 

NoHz number and date of issue. This letter which will include a copy of the NoHz, will 

inform the person responsible that the NoHz has been issued in the interests of safety of 

persons, property and livestock (if applicable).   

• Where deemed necessary, the ESSB will send a copy of the NoHz to the HSA.  

• The Blue Copy of the NoHz is retained by the Registered Electrical Contractor.  

 

 

  

4. The Emergency Works Notice (to be issued by an ESSB  Inspector 

only)  
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Following an inspection of the electrical installation by the Body, if the Inspector is of the view 

that, having encountered or being presented with direct evidence that an electrical installation/or 

part thereof could reasonably give rise to an immediate and serious threat to health and safety 

should it be, or remain to be, energised, they shall issue an “Emergency Works Notice”. 

  

An Emergency Works Notice should be issued in the following cases (this is not an Exhaustive 

List):  

  

1. Exposed Live Parts accessible to touch such as:  

• MCBs or Fuse carriers and or blank plate missing from distribution boards leaving access 

to live parts,  

• Terminations/Connections with no proper barriers or enclosures,  

• Insulation to live conductors missing/damaged,  

• Electrical accessories damaged, with access to live parts.  

2. Class 1 equipment/fittings live as a result of a fault.  

3. Absence of a Main Protective conductor (Neutralising Link) to an installation,  

4. Evidence of excessive heat (such as charring) from electrical cables or equipment causing 

damage to such cables or equipment or to an installation or its surroundings.  

5. Any breach of the National Rules for Electrical Installations where the ESSB Inspector deems 

there to be a real and immediate danger to Persons, Property and Livestock (if applicable).  

  

The ESSB Inspector shall issue an Emergency Works Notice to the customer and the REC and, 

in so doing, shall arrange for the de-energisation of the installation/or part thereof concerned in 

accordance with Common Procedure No.5 of the CRU Criteria Document.  The Emergency 

Works Notice shall specify the following: 

i. inform the ESSB that, in the view of the Inspector, the works poses an 

immediate danger to health and safety and the reasons therefor;  

ii. that the installation or circuit has been de-energised in the interests of 

health and safety;  

iii. that a REC should be instructed to carry out emergency remedial works;  

iv. that the installation or circuit should not be re-energised until such time as 

remedial works have been carried out by a REC and, further to same and 

the requirement of Common  

Procedure No. 1 – Certification, the installation is certified as being in 

compliance with the Technical Rules;  

v. that to re-energise the installation or circuit against the advice listed above 

may result in injury or death; and  

vi. that the DSO is to be immediately notified of the details pertaining to the 

present situation if necessary.  

The form of the “Notice of Potential Hazard” and “Emergency Works Notice” shall be subject 

to the approval of the Commission. These Notices shall also include statements protecting 

the Inspector, Safer Electric and the Commission from any liability arising from the unsafe 

situations for which they are issued.  
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In the event that the ESSB, further to an inspection carried out, discovers material breaches 

of the National Rules for Electrical Installations or the Regulatory System the Body shall, in 

addition to taking appropriate actions relating to the particular installation concerned and the 

REC who carried out such works, take reasonable measures, as deemed necessary to 

ascertain the safety of any previous works that were carried out by that REC.  

 

With respect to the above the ESSB Inspector, the REC or their representative shall at all times 

act reasonably and prudently in order to protect health and safety with respect to electrical 

installations inspected by them in the course of their duties whilst having due regard to the 

consequences of any action to de-energise an installation or part thereof.  

  

The Emergency Works Notice (E.W.N.) Form (see Appendix B)  

  

Copies of the Emergency Works Notice are to be handled as follows:  

  

o The White Copy of the notice is given to the Customer or the person responsible for the 

electrical installation,  

o The Yellow Copy of the notice should be posted to the ESSB office immediately or no 

later than two working days from the day of issue.  

▪ On receipt of the yellow copy of the Emergency Works Notice, the ESSB will send 
a letter to the customer/person responsible for the electrical installation within 10 
working days quoting the E.W.N. number and date of issue. This letter will include 
a copy of the E.W.N. and will inform the customer/person responsible that this 
notice has been issued in the interests of safety of persons, property and livestock 
(if applicable).   

▪ Where deemed necessary, the ESSB will send a copy of the 

E.W.N. to the HSA. The Blue Copy of the E.W.N. is retained by 

the ESSB Inspector.  

  

  

5. Associated Documentation  
  

• Procedure: 3.3 – Inspection & Audit  

• CRU Criteria Document Version 3.0 – CER/16/001  

• Form R35: Notice of Potential Hazard  

• Form R36: Notice for Emergency Work  

• I.S. 10101 National Rules for Electrical Installations - current edition 
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6. Appendix A  
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